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February, 1916, took charge of the defense
of Verdun. His splendid service during the
critical weeks of the German drive made him
a national hero, and everyone rejoiced when
he was made commander in chief of the
French armies on the Western front, in May,
1917, A year later all the allied armies were
placed under the supreme command of Gen-
eral Foch, a step which resulted in victory
for the entente. In November, 1918 Gen-
eral Petain entered Metz at the head of his
victorious troops, and in that city, in the
following month, he received from President
Poineare the baton of a marshal of France.
PETER, or SIMON PETER, one of the
leaders of the Twelve Apostles. Little is
known of his early life. Previous to his call
by Jesus, he and his brother Andrew were
fishermen on the Sea of Galilee. Both were
attracted by the preaching of John the Bap-
tist, and they followed him. Later when
called by Jesus, they gave up their calling and
devoted the remainder of their lives to the
propagation of the Gospel. During Jesus's
brief career upon earth, Peter was one of
his most devoted followers, and after the as-
cension he was recognized as the leading
spirit in the movement to spread Christianity.
A comparatively full account of his activities
is found in the Acts of the Apostles. He was
the author of two books of the New Testa-
ment, the First Epistle General of Peter and
the Second Epistle General of Peter. It is
said he was put to death by crucifixion at
about the same time that Saint Paul was
executed.
PETER I, alexetevitch (1672-1725), a
czar of Russia, known in history as peteb
the great. He was neglected in his child-
hood and youth, and he picked up his educa-
tion in the streets. As a youth he had insati-
able curiosity, keen intelligence, precocity
and strong will. On the death of his brother
Feodor, Peter was declared czar, but his am-
bitious half-sister Sophia was actual ruler.
When he was seventeen he wrested the power
from her and shut her up in a convent. In
1697 he visited Holland and England and in
those countries worked for two years at
manual trades, chiefly shipbuilding. Return-
ing to Russia, he wrought a transformation in
national ideals. He created a navy, founded
sAools, imported foreign artisans, es-
tablished manufactories of arms, tools and
fabrics and improved the roads and canals
country. He reformed dress,
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improved the status of women and purified
the civil administration, making merit the
sole requisite for appointment to office. His
reforms offended the conservatives, and in-
surrections arose, in which his wife and son,
Alexis, heir to the
throne, were im-
plicated. He con-
demned Alexis to
death and his wife
to life imprison-
ment.
PETER THE GREAT
The chief objec-
tive in Peter's for-
eign policy was to
secure an outlet to
the ocean through
ice-free ports, and
in pursuance of this
he wrested the Baltic provinces from Charles
XII of Sweden, built Saint Petersburg—now
Leningrad—which was to be a naval base
commanding the Baltic waters, and construct-
ed the harbor of Kronstadt. He made war
on the Turks and established a foothold on
the Black Sea. The aim of the later czars,
either to neutralize or possess Constantinople,
was a logical sequence of this policy. In
1712 Peter married his mistress Catherine,
who was crowned in 1724 and succeeded him
as Catherine I.
PETEE I, karageorgevitch (1846-1921),
the World. War king of Serbia. He was born
at Belgrade and educated in Hungary and at
the French military academy of Saint-Cyr.
He fought as an officer in the French army
during the Franco-German War and, re-
turning to the Balkans, encouraged the re-
volt which led to the Russo-Turkish War of
1877 and ultimately to the establishment of
Serbian independence. In 1883 he married
Princess Zorka, daughter of Prince Nicholas
of Montenegro. When, in 1903, King Alex-
ander and Queen Draga of Serbia were
murdered, Peter was elected king. He was
firm in opposition to the AustroHungarian
policy with respect to Serbia, and when the
difficulties between the two countries cul-
minated in the World War in 1914, he took
the field with his army. In 1915, when the
forces of the central powers occupied Serbia,
Peter and his court removed to Greece. After
the surrender of the Germanic allies and the
restoration of Serbia, in the fall of 1918, the
aged king remained in retirement near Attb
ens> leaving the actual administration of af-

